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to Mitchell had he not seen Hollywood’s
vivid portrayal of the murders, Mississippi
Burning, in 1989. By this time a reporter
at the Clarion-Ledger in Jackson, MS,
Mitchell was so stirred by the film he
threw himself into a series of investigative
stories about these and other unpunished
crimes from Mississippi’s notorious racist
past. Last January, thanks in part to
Mitchell’s work, Edgar Ray Killen was

indicted for the murders of
Goodman, James Chaney,
and Michael Schwerner. 

On Thursday, June 2,
Mitchell will come to
Andrew Goodman’s school 
to be the featured speaker for
the 2005 Commencement
ceremonies. He will be 
honored with the Queens
College President’s Medal, as
will the Philadelphia (MS)
Coalition. A multiracial
organization, the coalition
has long agitated for justice
for the murders that took
place in their community.
They also work to see that

the murders are properly commemorated. 
Andrew’s mother Carolyn Goodman, a

social activist who has remained involved
in civil rights work since her son’s death,
will also speak at Commencement. 

A survivor of another troubled period 
of the 20th century will be honored at
Commencement when the degree of
Doctor of Humane Letters is conferred
upon William Ungar in recognition of his

“wholehearted commitment to Holocaust
memory, higher education, and the foster-
ing of tolerance and understanding
among people of all backgrounds.” Ungar,
one of the country’s greatest entrepre-
neurs, chronicled his remarkable story 
in his book Destined to Live.

Today, he is an executive member 
of the advisory board of the Center for
Jewish Studies and widely known for his
philanthropic largesse. He is a principal
founder of the United States Holocaust
Museum in Washington, D.C., as well as 
a founder of the New York Museum of
Jewish Heritage and Yad Layeled
Children’s Museum in Israel.

Commencement will begin with the 
traditional processional at 9 am on the
Quad. Graduates from September 2004 
and February 2005 will join the June 
class in the ceremony, which will see the
awarding of 2760 bachelor’s degrees and
1500 master’s degrees. A Webcast of the
event begins a half-hour earlier on the
QC Web site. Additional information
about Commencement and other end 
of year ceremonies is available at
www.qc.cuny.edu/graduation .
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doctorate at Commencement

JUNE 2 COMMENCEMENT

JERRY MITCHELL WAS FIVE YEARS
OLD on that June day in 1964 when
Queens College student Andrew
Goodman and two other civil rights
workers were murdered by members of
the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippi.

The event might have remained little
more than a grim chapter of local history




